Public Consultation on the future of
Bray Film Studios
Water Oakley Lane, Water Oakley, Windsor SL4 5UG

We intend to submit a planning
application for permanent new film
stages with associated production
support facilities to accommodate
film and television productions which
will deliver:
l

l

l

l

l
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 ermanent, expanded world class
P
film studios
 undreds of new jobs, and
H
support thousands more
 massive financial boost to the
A
local economy
 secure future for this iconic
A
British film studio
 reservation of the heritage of
P
Bray Film Studios

Public Consultation on the future of Bray Film Studios

Lights, camera,
action!
Here we set out the history and background of the site,
followed by our draft plans and supporting information, and we
invite you to give your views which will help shape the plans.

We need
your feedback.
To view larger scale plans
and documents online and to
comment please go to
www.brayfilmstudiosconsultation.com
Please comment by Monday 21st June.
Or fill in the enclosed form and post by
Friday 18th June.
If you need further information email
consultation@brayfilmstudios.com
Please note any personal data you may supply
will only be used in accordance with the Privacy
Notice. Please visit our website to view a copy of
our Privacy Notice.

70 Amazing years of
British film heritage
In 1951 Hammer Film productions leased part of Down Place
for one year for use as a film location. On expiry of the lease
Hammer purchased Down Place and built a film studio next
door - now studio three (studios are also known as sound
stages). Too small for modern productions, it has been used
recently as a rehearsal studio, prop store and interview space.
Britain’s best-known Hammer films were produced here and at
nearby Oakley Court, including The Curse of Frankenstein in
1957, Dracula in 1958, and The Mummy, starring Peter Cushing
and Christopher Lee, in 1959.
A host of truly ground-breaking films and memorable TV series
were filmed at the Studios including:
The Quatermass Experiment (1955); The Rocky Horror Picture
Show (1975); special effects for Alien (1979); Space 1999
(filmed 1975-77); Dr Who (various episodes 1963-1989); The
Wildcats of St Trinians, (1980); Inspector Morse (various
episodes 1987-2000); Poirot 2002, and Captain Corelli’s
Mandolin 2001.
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The Studios were also used for concert rehearsals, and
such luminaries as Cliff Richard, Eric Clapton, Genesis,
Led Zeppelin, Live Aid, Duran Duran, Amy Winehouse,
Robbie Williams, and Kings of Leon have performed
at Bray.
The Studios fell behind the times and in 2012 the
previous owner obtained planning permission to
demolish the sound stages and redevelop the site for
housing, including a change of use for Down Place to
residential accommodation.
The current owners improved the residential planning
permission however, by turn of fate, the housing
market changed whilst demand for filming rocketed,
so a decision was taken to significantly invest in
upgrading the site, enabling a return to filming both
on the studio site and adjacent Water Oakley site.

Angel Has Fallen, Mamma Mia, Here We Go Again,
Kingsman 3 (yet to be released) and Keeley Hawes was
blown up in a scene from The Bodyguard in Studio 2!
And, back to where it all started, the BBC’s Dracula was
filmed at Bray in 2019.

Bray Film Studios once again opened its doors
to, amongst others, Elton John’s Oscar-winning
Rocketman, filmed almost entirely at Bray, scenes for

“Bray Studios is fast becoming
a world class facility’’
Paul Shersby
Location Manager – (The Wildcats of St Trinian’s & The Manageress filmed
at Bray) Four Weddings and a Funeral, Braveheart, Empire of the Sun,
The Princess Bride, Much Ado About Nothing etc.

05

The Proposal

Sustainability

Having obtained a temporary planning
permission in 2020 for new sound stages and
associated production support buildings to
house one of the largest TV series in the world,
demand for film and TV production space
remains very high.

Our proposals include the
following key elements:

Building on Bray Film Studio’s unique filming heritage and
strategically important location, our vision is to deliver
multi-production studio space with modern facilities,
which are sensitive to the local area. The proposals will
enable the Studios to become the long-term home of
a major international TV and film production company
which Bray, and the Royal Borough, can be proud of and
benefit from.

l

l

Retention of stages 1,2,4 and 5

l

5 new sound stages

l

Demolition of stage 3

l
l

l
l

l
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	4 workshops (replacing the temporary
workshops)
1 rehearsal building (retained)
	Ancillary office and production support
facilities (some retained and some additional)
Extensive new landscaping and tree planting
	Green travel plan will include cycle racks and
electric charging points
	Upgrading the existing access from the A308
to provide a roundabout

We are considering a range of options to facilitate
water, energy, waste, and fossil fuel use reduction,
along with introducing pollinator planting; bird, bat,
and insect accommodation; and measures for
personal wellbeing.

Landscaping details
We propose creating a gently sloping frontage, planted
in a naturalistic way designed to screen the new
development and enhance the view from the A308
with swathes of wildflower meadow and native trees.
There will be substantial new tree and shrub planting
throughout the site, along with green roofs which will
significantly enhance what is currently a relatively
barren site. We propose a nature conservation area
along part of the river frontage.
Artists impression a cross section of the landscaping
by the A308

A308
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Economic and social benefits
of the scheme

Prestige
l

Estimated benefits of the film studios include:

Jobs

Local/regional/national investment and spend

l

l

l

l

l

	In excess of £118M annual production spend, much of which
is spent locally
In excess of £138M annual gross value added (GVA) for the
UK economy
 otels, B&B’s, restaurants, caterers, taxis and myriad other suppliers
H
will continue to benefit - this will be increased and made permanent

l

Bray Studio One

Bray Studio Two

 e have created a directory of local, RBWM suppliers to make it
W
easy and convenient for the production companies to use local
companies and services

l

l

Bray Studio Three

Bray Studio Four

l

l

1160 direct jobs (Full time equivalent (FTE’s) both
on and off site)
	1190 indirect FTE’s through the supply chain and
employee local spend
	600 FTE’s of local employment – including film
and TV production roles (direct impact), across the
supply chain (indirect impact) and within the wider
local economy (induced impact)

l

	With Bray Film Studio’s unique heritage,
filming history and location on the Thames,
it is set to be, once again, a truly iconic name
in the film world
	The Studio’s prestigious name will bring
confidence and influence, encouraging
investment and tourism in the area
	We hope the people of the Royal Borough
are proud that this iconic British brand is
revitalised and thriving in their community

	380 temporary jobs for 24 months during
construction phase
	190 indirect jobs during construction through
supply chain and local spend

“ 	As security provider for the Studios we have
The Lighting Gantry Studio Five
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been able to provide work for a minimum of
14 people from within the local community
which has had such a positive impact.

	David Cole
4 Front Security, Maidenhead
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Frequently Asked Questions
Q	
The site is in Green Belt – how can you justify
this extent of development?
A	We have reduced impact on the Green Belt
where possible through sensitive landscaping
and siting the tallest buildings in the centre
of the site, however we believe the enormous
economic benefit to the local area and the
region along with job creation both locally,
regionally, and nationally significantly
outweighs the harm to the Green Belt.
Q A
 re you seeking to remove the site from the
Green Belt?
A No, the site will remain in the Green Belt.
Q How much extra traffic will this generate?
A	The traffic fluctuates. Currently there are up
to approximately 600 people working onsite
on some days. We are increasing the parking
to 750 spaces, but the extra vehicles will be
at peak filming times only. Most vehicles will
arrive and leave outside the rush hours and
stay on site all day.
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Q	
Why are you proposing a roundabout?

Q	
How will this affect the wildlife onsite?

A	To ensure the smooth flow of traffic and cause
the least disruption a new roundabout is the
best option. This was also requested by local
people during previous consultations.

A	We have commissioned expert ecologists to
advise on how best to protect and improve
habitats for wildlife and this will be detailed in
our planning application.

Q	
How will local people benefit?

Q	
Will you still build the housing?

A	Many local companies are already benefitting,
and we will continue to encourage the
production companies to use local suppliers.
Substantial budgets are spent in the local
community on building materials, fabrics,
food, and accommodation etc., so tens of
millions of pounds will flow into the local
economy each year.

A	We hope the studios will be so successful that
we will not return to housing on the site. Down
Place House retains its residential permission.

A	We are still working on designs and materials
and welcome your views. The height of the
stages will be similar to the existing sound
stages. We will re-use and recycle many
materials on site.

Q	
Will this create light pollution?

Q	
When are you moving the earth mounds?

A	Some lighting is required for safety and
security, but we can improve the current
situation by installing sensors and low-level
lighting where possible to minimise pollution.

A	We propose using the earth to sculpt the front
of the site to create an attractive frontage
which will partly screen the development.
Q	
Are the studios open to the public?

Q	
What about the landscaping and visual
impact?

A	Unfortunately not but, Covid measures and
filming schedules permitting, we hope to
conduct guided tours for local people.
To register your interest email
hello@braystudios.com

Q	
Can my business supply the studios?
A	We really want local businesses to benefit.
Please send a short email about the nature of
your business to hello@braystudios.com

A	
Our landscape architects and arboricultural
consultants are devising a scheme to
significantly enhance the landscape to the
front and throughout the site. We propose
substantial new tree and shrub planting, along

with wildflowers and green roofs to attract
pollinators and birds.
Q	
What will the buildings look like and what
materials will you use?
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We want to hear
from you
We would like to know the views of local residents
and businesses to the proposed scheme prior to the
submission of a planning application to RBWM.
All thoughts and suggestions received will be
carefully considered.

This consultation will close on
Monday 21st June 2021
This document has been delivered in a Covid safe way.
Please recycle this document.

www.brayfilmstudiosconsultation.com

How can I get
involved?
l

l

l

l

 e invite your feedback. To view larger
W
scale plans and documents online and to
comment please go to:
www.brayfilmstudiosconsultation.com
Please comment by Monday 21st June.
	
Or fill in the enclosed form and post by
Friday 18th June.
	
If you need further information email
consultation@brayfilmstudios.com

